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Founded in 1976 
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of  actual students

Host an Exchange Student Today !
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

P R O G R A M M E S  I N T E R N A T I O N A U X  D ' É C H A N G E S  É T U D I A N T S

Hanna from Germany, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings. 
Hanna plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America. 

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.  
Loves to play baseball and spend 
time with his dogs. Giorgio also 
plays the guitar, and his dream 
is to join a drama club at his 
American high school. 

Make a lifelong  
friend from abroad.   

Enrich your family with 
another culture. Now you can 
host a high school exchange 

student (girl or boy) from 
Belgium, France, Germany, 

Ukraine, Scandinavia, Spain, 
Japan, Italy or other countries. 

Single parents, as well as 
couples with or without 

children, may host. Contact us 
ASAP for more information or 

to select your student.

Karen at 1-800-473-0696 (Toll Free)  
host.asse.com or email info@asse.com
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Georgetown 
Then & Now

by Donna Scarbrough Josey

Images of America 
- Georgetown

by Donna Scarbrough Josey

Books on sale  at the Sun!
HardcoverSoftcover

Softcover

Softcover

$35$25

$35
$595

$2199 $2199

$25$20

$25
$150

$1899 $1899

+Tax+Tax

+Tax

+Tax

+Tax +Tax

Land of Good Water
by Clara Stearns Scarbrough

“The Bible for Williamson 
County history.” 
— Bob Banta,  
Austin American-Statesman

Winner! Best Regional History 
of 1973, Texas State Historical 
Association

Road, River, and 
Ol’ Boy Politics

by Linda Scarbrough

“One of the best books ever 
written about Texas.” 
— Dr. William Goetzmann, 
Pulitzer Prize winning historian

Winner! Best Work of History 
in 2006, National Council on 
Public History

Spelled
by Kate St. Clair

Bring the city’s  
history to life  
through these  
remarkable 
collections of  
vintage and  
contemporary  
photographs.

Misfortune seems to follow the Sayers 
family. Georgia has tried to reestablish nor-
mality since her mother died, and she’s no 
closer to escaping her strange past when a 
mysterious fire destroys the only other high 
school in her tiny Texas town. Georgia is 
thrown into the company of Luke, a cryptic 
senior who brings her face to face with the 
truth about her heritage. Her loving, per-
fect mother created her family for the sin-
gular purpose of birthing five of the most 
powerful witches in the world, capable of 
terrifying magic. Now that she knows the 
truth, can Georgia keep her siblings safe? 
Who is behind the dark cult that’s after her 
family? And does Luke know more about 
her powers than even Georgia does?

Discounted prices available 
at the Sun office only

707 S. Main Street, Georgetown • 512-930-4824

A Must Read!

Discounted prices available at the Sun office only.
707 S. Main Street, Georgetown 512-930-4824
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By ERIN DOUGLAS

A
lmost 6 million Texans, or about 
20 percent of  the population, live 
in an area susceptible to flooding, 
according to first-of-its-kind data 
gathered as part of  a statewide 

effort to harden Texas against floods and 
rising sea levels.

The analysis is part of  the Texas Water 
Development Board’s first statewide flood 
plan, still in development, which the Leg-
islature required in a 2019 law passed in 
response to Hurricane Harvey. Flood risks 
in Texas are increasing as climate change 
brings heavier precipitation, stronger 
hurricanes and sea level rise and as the 
state’s population continues to climb.

More than 2.4 million Texans live in 
areas that have a 1 percent chance of  
flooding each year, known as the 100-year 
floodplain, the analysis found. Another 3.5 
million people live in areas with a 0.2 per-
cent chance of  flooding each year, known 
as the 500-year floodplain.

One-fifth of  the state’s land — roughly 
56,000 square miles — now fall within the 
100-year floodplain, TWDB staff  said in a 
presentation this week.

It will likely cost Texas tens of  billions 
of  dollars to protect people and property 
from floods. The first projects proposed 
in the plan add up to $38 billion, includ-
ing the massive coastal barrier proposal 
with its “Ike Dike,” a huge gate system 
proposed for the mouth of  Galveston Bay.

“Getting this program up and running 
is a really big deal,” TWDB Chair Brooke 
Paup said before the board approved the 
15 regional plans, a major step in creating 

the statewide flood plan. Each region is 
built around one of  the state’s major wa-
tersheds.

“I know it’ll truly go so far to save lives 
and people’s homes,” Ms. Paup said.

As climate change worsens, higher 
global temperatures increase the amount 
of  moisture in the air and thus the risk of  
extreme rainfall events, the Texas state cli-
matologist and a national climate assess-
ment have found. Heavier precipitation 
linked to climate change likely increased 
Hurricane Harvey’s total rainfall by as 
much as 19 percent, one study found. Al-
most 50 inches of  rain fell in some areas 
of  Houston during Harvey — the highest 
rainfall amount in a single storm for any 
place in the continental U.S.

At the same time, higher global tem-
peratures are melting glaciers, increasing 
sea levels around the world — including 
in Texas — and making coastlines more 
vulnerable to storm surges. Between 2000 
and 2019, rising sea levels caused the Tex-
as coastline to retreat about 4 feet per year 
on average, according to a 2021 University 
of  Texas Bureau of  Economic Geology 
report for the Texas General Land Office.

Reem Zoun, director of  flood planning 
at the TWDB, said that to decide how to 
prevent flooding in Texas, the agency first 
needed to identify which areas of  the state 
were at the most risk. The analysis identi-
fied how many buildings, homes, people, 
hospitals, roads and agricultural areas are 
in a floodplain.

The San Jacinto region, which includes 
Harris County and Galveston, has the 
most people living in a floodplain: almost 

2.5 million people are in a 100- or 500-year 
floodplain. The Lower Rio Grande region, 
which spans much of  Texas’ southern bor-
der and includes the Rio Grande Valley, is 
next with about 1 million people at risk.

Though floodplains are defined by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
the agency does not map every inch of  the 
U.S. and its maps have long been criticized 
as out of  date and underestimating actual 
flood risk.

Texas used existing flood data to create 
the maps that served as a baseline that 
regions could add to with their own flood 
hazard maps — if  any existed — and sup-
plement with knowledge from local water 
managers. In regions with very little data, 
gaps were filled with data from a contract-
ed flood risk modeling data company 
called Fathom.

Sixty-three of  Texas’ 254 counties had 
no existing flood hazard information pri-
or to the planning effort, according to the 
TWDB.

In the Canadian-Upper Red region, for 
example, which includes much of  the 
Panhandle and Wichita Falls, hardly any 
flood maps existed, while 98 percent of  the 

Lower Red-Sulphur-Cypress region in the 
northeast corner of  the state had inade-
quate flood mapping, James Bronikowski, 
TWDB’s manager for regional flood plan-
ning told the board on Tuesday.

The TWDB often functions as a water 
infrastructure bank and intends to use 
the planning process to help finance the 
construction of  flood prevention projects 
with low-cost loans and grants, although 
the cost of  the projects far outweighs the 
money that’s been dedicated to the agency 
by lawmakers.

During the 2023 legislative session, law-
makers allocated $625 million to finance 
flood prevention projects through the 
Flood Infrastructure Fund. Once the state-
wide flood plan is finalized, projects will 
have to be included in the plan in order to 
access those funds.

Another $550 million of  the surplus was 
allocated to the coastal barrier project that 
includes the Ike Dike.

The Texas Tribune is a nonprofit, non-
partisan media organization that informs 
Texans — and engages with them — about 
public policy, politics, government and 
statewide issues. 
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One in five Texans lives in a floodplain, first analysis shows

S
herilyn Vineyard’s 
“Hidden in Plain Sight: 
Macro and Landscape 
Photography of  Central 
Texas” opened on July 

25 in the Café Gallery at the 
Georgetown Public Library. The show is a 
collection of  imagery showing places and 
things that can be found just beyond the 
shoulder of  a Texas county road or down 
a small-town lane. Using a rustic color 
palette and a personal perspective, these 
images show beauty in the mundane.

Vineyard is a wife, mom and photogra-
pher who has lived most of  her life in Tex-
as. She started in a culinary career then 
found herself  immersed in photography a 
decade ago. She currently teaches photog-
raphy courses part-time to students online 
while finishing her double major in fine 
art photography, and photojournalism 
and editorial photography.

“Through my photography, I hope to 
express what my eyes and soul see simul-
taneously, not just what is trapped within 
the confines of  the frame,” Ms. Vineyard 
said. “I believe that an image should feel 

like an unlocked window, not 
just a visual record. If  an im-
age evokes mental sounds 
and scents, then I feel that I 
have done my job. Because I 
am drawn to more weathered 

subjects, I tend to keep the tone earthy 
and subdued through muted colors or 
black and white, attempting to reveal the 
character and story of  places or things, 
not unlike the style of  revealing street 
portraits of  living subjects. In the end, I 
hope that all of  my work feels honest, but 
perplexing, like there is something more 
lurking under the surface or a story about 
to be revealed.” 

“Hidden in Plain Sight: Macro and 
Landscape Photography of  Central Tex-
as” runs through August 31. 

Throughout the library, visitors can still 
view the 59 pieces in the 15th Annual Tex-
as Society of  Sculptors Show. Thank you 
to everyone who came out to vote for their 
favorites in June. The awards were an-
nounced on July 16. As usual, The Peoples’ 
Choice was a close vote, with the ribbon 
going to “The Messenger” by Matt Donner, 

the owl that greets you to the exhibit in the 
lobby. The Librarian’s Choice was an even 
closer race, with the ribbon going to the 
purple octopus “Adrian’s Compadre” by 
John Pezze.

All other prizes were determined by 
this year’s juror, Danny Grant, a teacher 
at Atelier Dojo and Art+ Academy. Cash 
awards were funded by the City of  George-
town Arts and Culture Board. The win-
ners were:

• First Place – “Final Fetch” by J.P. (Pat) 
Childress

• Second Place – “PELECAAN” by Ken 
Law

• Third Place – “Fallen Heart” by John 
Pezze

• Honorable Mention: Metal – “Being for 
Self” by Lyle Adair

• Honorable Mention: Stone or Wood – 
“The Working Men” by Jim Woodruff

• Honorable Mention: Mixed media– 
“Gatekeeper” by Patrick Fleming

Congratulations to all the winners. The 
TSOS sculpture show continues into Sep-
tember, and award winners are marked 
with ribbons. Visitors can pick up a num-

bered list of  all sculptures in the show to 
make sure they see everything from the 
Circulation and Reference Desks.

Usually, during summer months the 
library has three or four art exhibits 
running at a time. This year is a little dif-
ferent. The library aims to make our art 
exhibits enjoyable for both the viewer and 
the artist. During the month of  August, 
there will be some disruptions as new 
carpet is installed in the library meeting 
rooms, hallway and bridge areas upstairs. 
We expect minimal disruptions for ac-
cessing the library stacks, but meeting 
rooms and much of  the area where art is 
displayed will be inaccessible. There may 
also be some noise, dust and odor as the 
old carpet glue is removed and new carpet 
is installed. With this in mind, the planned 
exhibit of  “Emergence” by the group Kin-
dred Threads has been rescheduled from 
August 2023 to April 2024. We are very 
appreciative of  the artists’ flexibility and 
patrons’ patience in this endeavor. 

See you soon at the library!

Ann Evans is the Adult Services Librarian 
at the Georgetown Public Library.

BIBLIOFILES
Ann Evans

August Art at the Georgetown Public Library

Chipping away at 
construction
A hazy Saharan dust sunset 
begins over the site of the 
Samsung semiconductor plant, 
as seen from County Road 406  
on Sunday, July 30. The 
chip-making plant is expected 
to open next year.

— Photo by Andy Sharp


